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r CHARTER OF THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS, JULY 18,1564.

De conjirmatione pro Gulernatore et Mercatoribus Adrentuariis

Angllae.

Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of England [&c.]    To all
and singular Justices . . . customers and keepers of our poits [<&c.]
greeting.    Where our right noble grandfather of worthy memory
Henry late king of England the Seventh by his letters  patent
[reciting the purport of the charter granted by letters  patent
dated 28 September, 21 Henry VII, to the " Merchants Adventurers
of this realm of England lately trading [to] the countries of
Holland, Zealand, Brabant, Flanders and other places nigh ad-
joining for merchandise, by the name of Merchants Adventurers,
subjects to the said late King, repairing, conversant, and abiding
at his town of Calais and in the parts of Holland [&c.] and in
other places beyond the seas being in amity with the said late
King"];   Since  the making  of which said letters patent   by
our said grandfather, and by virtue of the same and of other
letters patent made by certain others our noble progenitors gome-
times Kings of England, the said Merchants Adventurers have
from time  to  time hitherto, as often and whensoever it hath
pleased them, lawfully in good and due order elected and chosen
[a Governor and 24 Assistants] . . . And where also now of late
the said Merchants Adventurers [by] divers restraints, edicts, and
proclamations made and set forth by the governors and magistrates"
of the said countries of Holland [&c.] have been prohibited ... to
traffic and trade into  the said countries . . . contrary to the
ancient privileges . . . heretofore granted and . . . used; So that
our  said merchants are thereby occas:oned ... to traffic  and
trade . . . unto  East  Friesland, Hamburg, Lubeck, and  other
countries and places; by reason whereof divers questions, doubts,
and ambiguities may arise and be moved [as to whether the former
charters  specifying Calais, Holland,  &c., will apply to  Fries-
land, &c.]

[2] We, therefore . . . minding . . . that our said merchants ...
shall . . . prosper and grow . , ., of our special grace [&c.] . . .
will, ordain, and grant that the fellowship or company of the said
Merchants Adventurers, by whatsoever name . . ., shall be from
henceforth... made, ordained, incorporated, united, and established
one perpetual fellowship or community and body politic and
corporate in name and deed, and shall havetperpetual succession
and continuance for ever, and shall be named . . . and incorporated